 Graduation celebration for
Decker McKenzie today
following worship service

« Supplies for Ukraine
mission (list on bulletin
board)

Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health
ailments.

¢ Renee Cumberland (cancer)

e Ora Barrett

e Connie Montgomery

e Emily Linton

e Andy Duncan (Liver transplant)
e Wayne Rigdon

e Jennifer Wooldridge

e Denise George (cancer)

o Jill Carlberg

Communion
Preparation

2026 preparation list is in foyer
May -

June -

July -

Birthday / Anniversary

Sandra Callens - 17th

James Johnson - 19th

Larry & Connie Montgomery - 2o0th
Tristan & Auburn Rowell - 23rd

Men to Serve
Announcements - Dwight Callens
Scripture Reading - John 17:13 - 17
Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell
Head of Lord’s Table - Shay Cooper

Assist on Lord’s Table - James
Johnson

Scripture Reading - Mark 14:17 - 25

Closing Prayer - Rick Carlberg

I AMNOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL,

it is the power of God

that brings salvation to
everyone-who believes.

ROMANS 1:16

0570372026

WELCOME

We are a body of believers whose soul
intention is to glorify and serve the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of
His church. Our desire is to reflect
that of our God--that all be saved.
Anyone who is willing to humble
himself before the mighty hand of
God can be saved.

SUNDAY
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study //
9:30 am Bible Study //
Worship Service // 7:00 pm
10:30 am

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301
PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com
Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

Satan has effectively convinced many that
religion is determined by personal
preference, not by God’s will, and that self-
satisfaction matters more than obedience to
God. So, you can ignore God’s warnings,
refuse His blessings, and reject His great
love, but you cannot go to heaven while
doing so. “Not everyone who says to
Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will of My
Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons
in Your name, and done many wonders in

Your name?’ And then I will declare to
them, ‘T never knew you; depart from Me,
you who practice lawlessness!” (Matthew
7:21-23)

The bottom line is this; you can’t save
yourself, but you can come to Christ in
obedient faith. You can repent, confess your
faith in Christ, and be baptized for the
forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38). You can
walk in the light and live with hope (1 John
1:7). May we choose wisely, knowing that
our choices determine our destination for
eternity.

Give Him Your Best
By Bubba Garner

If we're not careful, the passage of time can
turn that which is special into that which is
ordinary and commonplace. Once we have
been engaged in some activity for a lengthy
period, we often grow accustomed to doing
mediocre work — whether it be at school,
on the job, or even in our hobbies and other
areas of interest. We do the bare minimum,
just enough to get by, barely sufficient for
the task, and even that much is done
without our full intensity. Can you imagine
if everyone worked this way? What if brain
surgeons and airplane mechanics
approached their daily activities with the
spirit of levity with which we often
approach our own responsibilities?

Solomon said, “whatever your hands find to
do, do it with all your might” (Ecclesiastes
9:10). He speaks to the need of giving our
best and our all no matter what we are
doing as this not only gives us a greater
sense of accomplishment, but also finds
favor with God. We must not allow the
worship service to become some customary
event in which we simply “go through the
motions.” We should have the same
genuineness and sacredness that the
disciples had the first time they ever met on
the Lord’s day and the first time they ever
observed the Lord’s Supper.

The Lord rebuked the priests of the Old
Law because they offered the lame, blind,
and sick for sacrifice, that which they would
never offer to the governor. Not only that,
they were complaining about what little
they did offer by saying, “my, how tiresome
it is!” (Malachi 1:8, 13). The Lord told them
that He would rather have no sacrifice at all
than for them to pollute and defile His altar
with substandard ones. “Oh that there were
one among you who would shut the gates,
that you might not uselessly kindle fire on
My altar!” (Malachi 1:10).

I shudder to think that this might be a
picture of what we are offering. What
service do we render when we don’t make
preparation for the period of worship by

getting sufficient rest, preparing for Bible
class, having readiness of mind? What great
sacrifice do we make when we spend more
on Sunday dinner than we do on the
Sunday contribution? He gave the best of
heaven and deserves the best of what we
have to offer in return. This is true no
matter how long you have been a Christian
and regardless of how many times you have
taken the Lord’s Supper. Just as His care
for us is ageless, our devotion to Him ought
not to dim or tarnish with the passage of
time.

I wonder if the Lord would rather we “shut
the gates” of worship than to continue
giving Him second rate service. Give Him
your best today; give Him your life, give
Him your soul, give Him your all.

You Can, But You Can’t
By Josh McCord

We live in a time when people often say, “I
can do whatever I want.” In one sense,
that’s true. Especially in America, we've
been afforded many freedoms. In religious
practice, you can do a number of things.
You can choose your habits, your priorities,
and how you live in service to God. God
created us with the ability to choose
(Joshua 24:15).

You can ignore God’s word, but you can’t
expect spiritual strength without it
(Matthew 4:4). You can neglect worship,
but you can’t grow closer to God while
drifting away from His people (Hebrews
10:24-25). You can live for the moment, but
you can’t escape eternity (Hebrews 9:27).
You can sow to the flesh, but you can’t reap
peace and joy from it (Galatians 6:7-8).

You can believe any doctrine you choose,
belong to the church of your choice, and
worship God as you please. You have the
right to make these choices, but you should
understand, you can’t please God while
doing these things. “Whoever transgresses
and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ
does not have God. He who abides in the
doctrine of Christ has both the Father and
the Son.” (2 John 9).

Continued on next page ...



